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teric history. His plea for the unity of history was replete with il- 
lustrations drawn from a wide range of critical knowledge." 

Professor Smith continues: "This splendid orator was follow- 
ed by Professor Jean Reville, of Paris, in a lecture on the 'Progress 
of Ecclesiastic History.' This well known savant read in excellent 
English piquant with occasional Gallicisms. He discussed the rise 
and development of the notion and methods of church history, gave 
critical appreciations of some principal historians, especially of Baur, 
whose disciple he seems still to be, and closed with a sketch of the 
demands and ideals of the present day." 

Many more men were present whom it was a pleasure to meet 
and to hear discourse on their various specialties. We mention 
among them: W. T. Harris, the Commissioner of Education, of 
Washington ; Yves Delage, the famous French physiologist ; Profes- 
sor Hertwig, a leading embryologist and the new rector of the Uni- 
versity of Berlin; Ettore Pais, a famous Italian savant; Richard 
Muther, the art historian; Alfred Guerard of the Sorbonne, Paris; 
Professor Mary W. Calkins, of Wellesley College; Brander Mat- 
thews ; Maurice Bloomfield, of Johns Hopkins University ; D. A. W. 
Jackson, the Zendavesta scholar of Columbia University of New 
York ; Charles Lanmann, Professor of Sanscrit and Pali at Harvard, 
etc. 

The chemical section was especially strong, as may be seen from 
the presence of Sir William Ramsay, J. H. Vant' Hoft, and Profes- 
sor Iviebreich. 

p. c. 



PAUL REE. OBITUARY. 

A PHnX)SOPHICAL GENIUS AND A SYMPATHETIC CHARACTER. 

Paul Ree, the son of a wealthy owner of feudal estate, was born on 
November 21, 1850, in Pomerania; and received his early education at the 
Schwerin Gymnasium. In 1869 he studied jurisprudence at the University 
of Leipsic. 

The natural bend of his mind, however, and his previous acquaintance 
with the moral philosophy of Schopenhauer, induced him to abandon his 
legal studies and devote himself to philosophy, for which his contemplative 
nature and analytical intellect eminently qualified him. He pursued his 
studies at various universities; and in 1875 published anonymously his first 
book, entitled, Psychologische Beohachtungen with the motto "L'homme est 
I'animal mechant par excellence." 
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In the same year his thesis Ueber die moralischen Empfindungen ob- 
tained for him the degree of Doctor of Philosophy from the University of 
Halle. During the following years, he travelled extensively, and continued 
his studies in various branches of knovifledge. 

At Basel he became intimately acquainted with Friedrich Nietzsche, for 
whom personally he had the highest regard, but took very little interest in 
his philosophy. Later in life they became estranged from each other. 

He spent the winter of 1881-2 at Sorrento, in company with Richard 
Wagner and his wife, and also with Malvina von Meysenburg and Lou 
Andreas Salome, two well-known authoresses of Germany. 

In 1885 he published Die Entstehung des Gewissens and also Die Illu- 
sion der Willensfreiheit. It was while composing the above that he felt the 
want of a more comprehensive knowledge of the natural sciences, than was 
offered to the students by the schools of his time, and he devoted five years 
of unremitting study and close application to the science of medicine in all 
its branches. 

In 1890 he passed his examinations in Berlin and Munich with honors, 
and received the degree of Doctor of Medicine. From 1890 to 1900 he lived 
on his brother's estate at Stibbe, West Prussia, practising as a physician, and 
devoting his time and princely income to the care of the poor and suffering; 
while he himself lived in Puritanical simplicity. On account of his phi- 
lanthropy he was revered by his fellow-citizens as a saint. 

It was during the last ten years of his life, that he wrote his main work 
upon philosophy (referred to in the present number of The Monist, in the 
article entitled "Paul Ree," by Mr. Henry Hooper), the publication of 
which was deferred until after his death . Being naturally inclined to a 
solitary life, he, in 1900, after the sale of his brother's estate, removed to 
Celerina in the Engadine, where, as before, he gained the love and veneration 
of the poor and suffering and all those with whom he came in contact. His 
medical services were invariably given without remuneration, and serious 
cases he would frequently send to the clinics at Munich and Vienna at his 
own expense. 

On October 28, 1901, he met his death by falling into the river Inn, 
and was buried at Celerina. He was never married. He was an industrious 
and prolific correspondent; and the letters written to his brother-in-law. 
Dr. G. Sellin, and others, are said to be innumerable; but the letters were 
seldom dated, and never signed in full. 

MRS. ANNIE BESANT AND THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 

A LETTER FROM INDIA. 

In the conclusion of his interesting article on Madame Blavatsky in 
your April number, Mr. Evans informs us that Mrs. Annie Besant, the 



